
April 2, 2013 
The Outrage Machine Backfires Again 

You may think you have seen the bottom of the barrel that Spirit Lake Nation digs 
up to counter the criticism, but you haven’t.  

Behold this from Melissa Merrick and her fainting couch: 

Melissa Merrick 
Yesterday at 9:54pm ·  
CONSIDER THIS WHEN WATCHING THIS TONIGHT.... 

 
Kind Hearted Woman (KHW) airs on PBS next Monday, April 1, and 
Tuesday April 2nd. It is a five hour-long film presented in a two-part series. 
KHW is funded by the support of PBS and is part of a Frontline series. 

 
KHW is intended to be a documentary, portraying the life of a Native 
woman who overcomes the challenges of alcohol addiction, child 
molestation, and domestic violence. Although the film shows the courage 
of Robin Charboneau in overcoming these challenges, it also 
unfortunately raises broader policy issues regarding the role of media that 
will challenge viewers. In particular, issues regarding the role of media in 
the lives of child victims of molestation and rape, identify disclosures in the 
film and promotional materials, and accuracy / objectivity considerations in 
reporting coverage of tribal communities, courts, etc. 
 
In an effort to draw lessons and to use the PBS broadcast as a teachable 
moment, we encourage dialogue according to the following points: 

 
1. Does Frontline, and in the broadest media context, have an ethical 
responsibility to engage tribal communities in the development process of 
such films? Should Frontline / PBS financially support such films that fail 
to engage the community and/or to utilize experts to guarantee accuracy? 
What would be your recommendation for community engagement before, 
during and after such a project? 

 
2. Should Frontline / PBS have a funding and broadcasting film policy on 
case details and child victim identify disclosures? In KHW, three minors 
are used in the film. When filming began, the daughter was eleven and the 
son ten. A third victim, Robin’s foster daughter, is about twelve when 
Robin’s ex-husband rapes her. Frontline / PBS obtained legal consent, but 
is there an ethical line the film crosses that is not in the best interest of or 
promoting privacy for child victims? What would be your recommendation 
on a media policy regarding interviewing child victims of molestation and 
rape victims? 

 
3. Does the USDOJ federal prosecutor have an ethical duty to refrain from 
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discussing on camera the case details involving child victims of 
molestation and rape? In the film, the prosecuting attorney discloses 
intimate victimization details of the girls while the camera shows video 
footage of each girl in front of the courthouse before and during the 
criminal trial. What policy would you recommend to the USDOJ in 
responding to media inquiries from entities such as Frontline / PBS? 
When, if ever, should such details concerning cases of minors or adults be 
used in such films / the media?  

 
4. What policies should Frontline / PBS adopt regarding the funding and 
broadcast of films to promote accuracy and prevent the denigration of 
tribal communities? The film sends a clear message that the tribal court is 
incapable of rendering a just decision in Robin’s case by the attorney 
statement at the end of the film: “I can’t guarantee you anything in tribal 
court because the judges on the Spirit Lake are appointed by the tribe, are 
not elected and are not law trained.” A couple days ago, David Sutherland, 
Film Director, stated on Native American Calling, “the problem is that the 
only requirements to be a judge is that you must be 25 years old and not 
have a criminal conviction.” A basic inquiry would reveal that states also 
do not require judges to be law trained; in NY most state judges are not 
law trained. Other inaccurate statements are made such as educational 
walks cannot happen at Spirit Lake because abuse is not talked about. 
What policies would protect against this inaccuracy and other inaccuracies 
in the film? 

 
5. Funding for KHW is provided through the support of PBS viewers, the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and The LEF Foundation. Given a 
portion of the funds are federal funds, should usage be mandated by 
guidelines developed in coordination with the communities impacted by 
the broadcast? 
 — via Lucy Simpson 

 
Kind Hearted Woman – FRONTLINE 
 pbs.org 
 

See? Outrage. Everyone is doing it wrong. It was wrong to film this and wrong to 
show this.  It was wrong to not consult with the Tribal Officials because after all, 
the Tribal Council “owns” the people, right? They can’t speak for themselves?  
 
She’s so worried about the ‘damage’ being done to the young children… that she 
personally posted this tripe on FaceBook.   
 
I saw in this lengthy rumbling, a single word of outrage over how badly the tribe 
and the system treated Robin.   
 
No outrage over the fact that Monique, who works in Victim’s Assistance, 
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deliberately lied and accused Robin of being the one to molest her children, while 
supporting the father’s side of this case, despite there being an FBI Forensic 
Report/Interview that showed it was clearly the Father who was being 
investigated.  
 
No outrage over the fact that the Tribal Court, despite the accusations being false 
and no one from Social Services (who filed the charges against Robin at the 
request of Victim’s Assistance –Monique) didn’t even show up for court to make 
their case, the Tribal Judge, knowing the children were in the custody of the 
pedophile father, wanted to ‘think on it’, before issuing a ‘verdict’.  And months 
went by with no ‘verdict’ and the children being in the hands of their father --- no 
‘outrage’ over that, eh Ms. Merrick?  
 
Just outrage that the Tribal Council didn’t have direction over, nor veto power 
over anything that went into that documentary.  So, you see? The Tribe, and Ms. 
Merrick don’t see the problem as being the abuse, the child rape, or the 
corruption; they see it strictly as someone getting the information out about their 
child rapes and corruption.   
 
Since they fire, threaten and harass anyone within the system that tries to fix it, 
or bring it to their attention, they cannot claim that there are any other avenues 
for this to get out there.  
 
Now that it’s out there, perhaps the Agencies involved will see how they look to 
the rest of the world when it is the safety and well-being of children involved and 
we can all see how they, instead of protecting the children, support and root for 
the abusers.   
 
We can all see how they talk all these strings of outrage, but we can also very 
clearly see where their priorities are: Image only. More funding. No 
Accountability.  
 
I know Ms. Merrick has easy access to one of the best PR Firms in the nation.  
Why she did not consult with them before putting together this mindless hash of 
ethical outrage that only belies her own worst behaviors, is beyond me.  
 
Why she posted this to her FB Page is beyond my even guessing.  Can’t wait to 
see what Merry Ms Merrick comes up with next.  That jalopy she’s revving the 
engine in won’t hold up under much more scrutiny.  
 
I would have said that she should have quit while she was ahead, but clearly, 
that was long before she opened her mouth. 
 
Do watch the show.  It’s riveting and it’s an eye opener. You’ll see why Merrick 
and the rest of her gang hate it so much.   
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I’m guessing that Ms. Merrick is too stupid to realize that the attention she is 
asking for with all of this faux ethical outrage, is not really working out the way 
she wants it to.  Someone, somewhere in that snake pit must be applauding her.  
 
I know there are some really good people struggling against the very odds with 
the same or worse issues as Robin Charbonneau was portrayed, and they are 
really happy this is coming out.  
 
Now, at last, people can see for themselves.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


